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The 2005 Annual Conference, August 9-11, will be held once
again in beautiful Gatlinburg, Tennessee, portrayed as
America’s playground.  You’ll be happy to know that we’ve
added youth and children’s
ministry events, making this year’s
conference a perfect opportunity
for your family vacation!

See Pages 6 and 7 for Details!

2005 Annual Conference
Walk Worthy of the Call!

Visit

“America’s

Playground...Youth &

Children’s Ministrie
s

available for th
is year’s

family event!

Worship from the Heart
with the Bostock Family



ing others, as I have stated
it here, has helped to give
me a door of opportunity to
people I have come in con-
tact with.  In fact, some of
the people I see again that
I have told that I was rejoic-
ing in the Lord, will tell me
that they know how I am,
“that I am rejoicing in the
Lord.”  I agree with them
by saying, “You’re right.”

The New Testament has
rich teachings on the sub-
ject of rejoicing.  In the
book of Philippians in
chapter 4, verse 4 we read:
“Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways, and again I say re-
joice.”  My favorite verse
on this Christian expres-
sion of joy and testimony
is found in 1 Thessalonians
5:16, where it is stated: “re-
joice evermore.”  I have
found in my Christian life
that this practice of rejoic-
ing in the Lord and giving
thanks in every thing in
Christ gives me a different
attitude to live by.  “In ev-
ery thing give thanks: this
is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you.”

For some time now, I have
made a practice of answer-
ing people who customarily
ask me, “How are you?”
With a response that is not
traditional, I answer them by
saying, “I am rejoicing in the
Lord!”

It has been very interesting
to hear the comments people
have made to me when they
hear me say this to them.  A
few have said, “I am too.”
Others simply state, “That’s
good.”  Others to whom I
have said this to on previous
occasions, have said in a nice
way, “”I know you are.”

The good thing about my
saying this to others is that I
get a positive response from
those who reply to me after I
tell them, “I am rejoicing in
the Lord.”  The follow up to
this is that I make a practice
of asking them how they are
and this has opened the door
to me in some situations to
talk to them more about the
Lord.  Many of us are ask-
ing the Lord to give us an op-
portunity to witness to oth-
ers.  I have discovered that
my sincere practice of greet-
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“Rejoicing in the Lord”
By Dr. Sterling L. Cauble

“Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice!”

Dr. Cauble is the founder and
Sr. Pastor at the Sunman Bible
Church in Sunman, IN. He also
serves as Chairman of the
Board for the ECA.

The Evangelical Church Alliance
Serving Ministers Since 1887
ECA

(1 Thessalonians 5:18)
Of course, it is not that ev-

ery thing that happens to me
or anyone is something we
like or enjoy.  It is my way
of exercising faith in the
Lord, to let Him know that I
trust Him and know that ev-
erything He allows to come
into my life is for good rea-
son according to His divine
wisdom and that He will per-
sonally direct the results in
His own perfect will.  “...him
(God) who worketh all
things after the counsel of
his own will...” (Ephesians
1:11)

It is a blessing that Chris-
tians do not have to live
trusting in chance happening,
otherwise known as good or
bad luck, but that our living
Lord has promised to
“...work all things after the
counsel of his own will.”
Therefore we rejoice greatly
in the assurance that our
God will not leave us as vic-
tims of chance happening
but will work out all things
according to His divine wis-
dom.  Let this teaching in
Ephesians 1:11 be an ongo-
ing understanding of peace
in your heart that our gra-
cious Lord has made full pro-
visions for the welfare of
your life, including those ar-
eas of life in which we are
not able to control.  “But my
God shall supply all your
need according to his riches
in glory by Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 4:19)



Crowder.  Brother Myke’s
message was timely and cut
right to the issues of minis-
try.
Our times of blessing con-

tinued with fellowship
around the lunch table fol-
lowed by Praise and Wor-
ship, a workshop on
children’s ministry and
Ministerial Reports.
The highlight of the con-

ference was the ordination
service where Dr. Dennis
E. White delivered an or-
dination message that was

right from the heart
of God.  Dr. White
reminded us that
God uses imperfect
people like Samson
to bring a perfect,
powerful, life sav-
ing message to our
world.
Following Dr.

White, we again
experienced the

blessing of the Lord as
we laid hands on the
candidates for ordina-
tion and prayed God’s
anointing and protec-
tion upon them.  As we
concluded the service,
Sister Grey and Brother
Michael again led us in
a time of worship that
was saturated with the
presence and love of God.
We were also blessed

throughout the confer-
ence with special music
by Sister Maggie Neptune
who ministered a special
song, “The Cross Said It
All.”  In reflection, I al-
ways leave the Canadian
Conference spiritually re-
freshed, but this year I
was also deeply touched
by the presence of God.
We are so thankful to
have such a wonderful
fellowship that extends
around the world.  God is
good!
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“Time of Refreshing from
the presence of the Lord.”
This has always been one of
my favorite passages of
Scripture.  The 2005 Cana-
dian Conference held at
Tyndale College in Toronto,
Ontario was just such an ex-
perience.
The blessing started with

Rev. Jean Grey and her pre-
cious son Michael leading us
in times of anointed worship
followed by a powerful mes-
sage on overcoming our
limitations by Pastor Myke

2005 Canadian Conference...“A Time of  Refreshing
from the presence of the Lord.”By Dr. Sam L. Goebel, President/CEO

COMMITTEE APPOINTED

At the Recent Evangelical Church Alli-
ance International Canadian Confer-
ence, held at Tyndale College in Toronto
a new Canadian Committee was ap-
pointed to serve for one year.   Cana-
dian Members may submit nominees
for this committee by sending the name
to the International headquarters office.
Names of those qualified will be sub-
mitted to the membership at the annual
Canadian Conference for election, each
year.
   The new committee consists of: Rev.
Dr. Olga J. Graham, Rev. Jean Grey,
Rev. Elmer Leis, Rev. Randolph N.
Neptune, Jr., Rev. Alain D. Perez and
Rev. Dr. Abraham Philip.

The Canadian Committee will be re-
sponsible to:
Interview candidates for ordination or
license.

Work with ECAI staff to arrange, pro-
mote and conduct the annual Canadian
Conference.

Promote the cause of Christ in Canada
and around the world.

Work together to promote the integrity,
purity and fellowship of the ECAI.

Advise the President/CEO of critical
issues affecting the ministry, well being
and work of Canadian members.

Meet at least once a year for prayer
and fellowship in addition to the meet-
ings necessary to conduct the business
of the committee.

Committee members pray over and lay
hands on Charles Balik.

Candidates for ECA membership; Clifford Quenneville,
Clive Parker, Morris Effenbaum and Charles Balik

Pictured are Ranjeed Dutt, Michael Grey, Jean Grey (Son and Wife of the Late Rev.
Trevor Grey), and Keesha O’Conner.  Michael and Jean lead the Conference worship.

Featured Speaker for the
Ordination Address, Dr. Dennis White



Fallujah, Iraq - Maj. Ken-
neth Sorenson, 2nd Bct 1st
Cav Div, has traipsed through
the Iraqi desert fully armed-
though he carries no firearms,
no ammo.
“I feel very safe,” he said.

“I’m confident in the Lord
and confident in the soldiers’
ability to protect me.”
As chaplain for the Fort

Hood-based Black Jacks Bri-
gade, Sorenson supervises six
chaplains and serves the sev-
eral thousand or so men in
their unit.  His current assign-
ment placed him 10 kilome-

ters outside of Fallujah in
early December, a few weeks
past their scheduled departure
date for home.
“Soldiers are good at taking

things in stride,” said
Sorenson, ordained with the
Evangelical Church Alliance.
With heightened combat
against insurgent strong-
holds, the unit’s homecoming
was placed on hold.
“Going into Fallujah; that

was pretty intense,” Sorenson
-who was commissioned in
1990 and spent the Persian
Gulf war in basic training
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stateside-said in a telephone
interview from his desert
camp.  “I’ve heard a lot of
great stories about God pro-
tecting soldiers going into the
city.”
One of the most compelling

reports, Sorenson said, was
made by another unit which
had come under attack by
rocket-propelled grenades,
gunfire and tracer rounds,
while trying to rescue a dis-
abled tank.  Five soldiers had
to dismount their own tank to
assemble a tow bar to the bro-
ken vehicle.

“Not one of the five soldiers
was wounded at all,” he said.
“They said it was just incred-
ible to be there and experi-
ence that.”
Sorenson gives much of the

credit for such examples of
providence to stateside Chris-
tians who have been faithfully
interceding on behalf of the
Marines and soldiers sta-
tioned in the Middle East.
Please continue to pray for

the sixty-plus Active Duty
Military Chaplains ordained
with the Evangelical Church
Alliance.

“Front Lines”         Inspiration and News of the ECA’s Military Chaplains
By Chaplain Kenneth Sorenson as Reported to Dr. George Miller, Military Chaplain Commission Director

ECA Member & Staff News

Member Services
        News, Information and Opportunities

for ECA Constituents

Position Sought

A Licensed Minister with ECA
is interested in pulpit supply,
interim Pastoral work or
Senior Pastorate. Contact:

Rev. Robert W. Silling III
1195 Red Maple Ave.
Grottoes, VA  24441
PH: (540) 249-1854
Email: sillingbob@juno.com

Adult and Youth Speaker
Using humor, passion and
challenging style that engages
teenagers and edifies adults; Noelle
Palmer has presented for organiza-
tions like M.A.D.D., Bethel and
Luther Seminary’s Youth Leader-
ship, Young Life, Youth Forum of
Minnesota and the national
organization Youth Specialties, Inc.

Contact:
Noelle Palmer
Email:
noelle@abundantcup.com
Website: www.abundantcup.com

Chaplain, Capt, Michael D.
Shannon, with the Air
Force’s 52d Fighter Wing
in Spangdahlem AB, Ger-
many has been selected as
the United States Air Force
Europe, Company Grade
Chaplain of the Year.
Statements from his award

packet include: “Reorga-
nized and led the “1700 Sun-
day Night Live” contempo-
rary service, exceptional
growth: 250% in a year.
Warrior’s heart! Volunteered
out of AEF cycle of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. Excep-
tional Leader, Keenly honed
pastoral skills.  We are proud
to have Chaplain Shannon as
an Ordained Military Chap-
lain with the ECA!

U.S. Navy Command Chap-
lain, LT. Alan Cameron min-
isters to the men and women
aboard the USS Duluth, an
amphibious assault ship that
is part of the 5th Marine Ex-
peditionary Strike Group.
The DULUTH was cruising

Pacific waters when the tsu-
nami struck in December, 2004
and was immediately ordered
into a humanitarian assis-
tance operation in southern
Sri Lanka.
News wire services said the

action of the DULUTH’s
crew was the first beach land-
ing by U.S.  forces in Sri
Lanka.
Please pray for Chaplain

Cameron’s ministry on board
the USS Duluth.

Evangelistic/Missions  &
Christian Campground

Organization
Seeking Director:

Send resume, or for a job
description or more
information contact:

Rev., Dr. Keith Williams
PO Box 545
Watertown, SD 57201
Email:revkeithwilliams@juno.com

Former University
Chaplain Seeks Ministry

Position

An Ordained Minister with
ECA is interested in full
time ministry position.
Contact:
Rev. Lance Mitchell
5729 Magnolia Chase Way
Virginia Beach, VA 23464
PH:(757) 323-9622
Email:
lancemit1974@yahoo.com



most such claims:
1. Promptly shovel snow, and

put salt and sand on icy walks.
The courts are somewhat lenient
for slips on freshly-fallen snow,
where the hazard is obvious.  But
courts are tough when snow and
ice sit for days without correc-
tion.

2. Promptly mop wet floors.
Again, courts will be lenient for a
new hazard, such as water tracked
in during a church service.  They
are more severe, though when wa-
ter is allowed to sit for hours with-
out being mopped.

3. If slippery conditions cannot
be immediately corrected, place
warning signs.  A person’s knowl-
edge of a risk will usually prevent
a lawsuit.  Give your greeting
crew brightly colored warning
signs to place on slippery floors,
sidewalks and parking lots.

4. Use precautions if neighbor-
hood children play on church
property.  A common lawsuit is
for “attractive nuisance” - when
children are drawn to “attractive”
hazards on the property, such as
tents, ramps and playground
equipment.  Either erect a fence
around these features or place
warning signs.

5. Carefully supervise all repair
activities.  Churches can be sued
by volunteers injured while fix-
ing the building.  Frequently this
happens when a person falls from
a ladder or roof, and those injuries
can be severe.  The simplest solu-
tion: have a professional builder
train and supervise all volunteers.

6. Have an attorney do a quick
“preventive law” check.  A com-
petent lawyer can walk through
the building, talk to you and im-
mediately spot the major legal
hazards.  He or she will prepare a
short letter identifying the needed
claims-prevention procedures and
possible insurance coverage prob-
lems.  Cost will be  between $500-
1500, depending upon the size of

church financially collapses.
For some claimants, the knowl-

edge that a church has liability
insurance further reduces the
psychological barriers to litiga-
tion.  “I am really suing the in-
surance company, not the minis-
ter” is a common refrain.

The end result, though, is
simple: Churches now face the
same basic legal exposure as a
small business.  Even if there is
liability insurance, the damage
can be substantial-churches still
face the prospect of public scan-
dal that can ruin their reputation
and end the pastor’s career.

What does this mean for pas-
tors, lay leaders and others re-
sponsible for the church’s sol-
vency and reputation?  Fortu-
nately, most lawsuits can be pre-
vented easily.  Simple proce-
dures will stop most legal claims
before they start.

To illustrate this claims-pre-
vention approach, let us exam-
ine lawsuits for accidents and
injuries.  These are the most com-
mon legal claims against
churches.  And as shown by the
Montana case at the beginning
of this article, the damages can
be onerous.  Here are seven
simple steps that will eliminate

A volunteer youth instructor
leaving a Montana church slipped
on a sloped, icy sidewalk.  She
landed on her head and neck and
damaged her spine.  The instructor
sued the church for failing to put
salt on the ice and handrails on the
sloped sidewalk.  The jury awarded
her $402,000.  This is not an iso-
lated case.  Churches are frequently
sued by people injured on church
property.  Often these are “slip and
fall” cases-where a visitor slips on
an icy sidewalk or wet floor.  Inju-
ries also arise when neighborhood
children play on church property,
and when volunteer workers fall
during building repairs.

Other common claims against
churches include clergy malprac-
tice, sexual abuse and harassment,
breach of fiduciary duty, discrimi-
nation, wrongful discharge defa-
mation and invasion of privacy.
Lawsuits are brought by visitors,
neighbors, volunteer workers and
even church members and employ-
ees.

Once such lawsuits against
churches were considered scan-
dalous.  Now they are seen as
routine-as business transactions for
financial compensation.  The re-
sult, though, can be a legal judg-
ment in an amount so large that the

the church.
7. Purchase a Commercial Gen-

eral Liability insurance policy.
While this will not prevent law-
suits, it will cover most claims for
accidental injuries.  The insur-
ance company will pay for a law-
yer to defend you and will pay for
all covered judgments.  Verify
coverage, though, for volunteers
and independent contractors.

In conclusion, lawsuits against
churches, pastors and lay leaders
can be costly, scandalous and
stressful.  It is far better to avoid
them by using preventative law!
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Britton Weimer is a senior at-
torney in Blackwell
Igbanugo’s Insurance Practice
Group. Mr. Weimer’s practice
includes a wide range of com-
plex insurance coverage and
defense.  Mr. Weimer is a na-
tionally recognized authority
in insurance law. He has writ-
ten several authoritative insur-
ance books and treatises, in-
cluding Minnesota Insurance
Law and Practice (West 2001),
CGL Policy Handbook (As-
pen 2000), Directors & Offic-
ers Liability (National Under-
writer 1999), and Employment
Practices Liability (National
Underwriter 1998).

“My Father’s Business” Keeping Your Church Out of Legal Trouble
by Britton D. Weimer

Once lawsuits against churches were considered scandalous.  Now they are
seen as routine - as business transactions for financial compensation.



Imagine a “world-class”
conference filled with fellow-
ship, training and teaching,
located within one of the
country’s  most scenic vaca-
tion spots.  The 2005 ECA An-
nual Conference will be held
in beautiful Gatlinburg, Ten-
nessee.

Because Gatlinburg has en-
tertainment for everyone, you
will find that this event would

be a perfect time to schedule
your family vacation.

Our accommodations are
very affordable, (with confer-
ence room rates of $56.00 per
night!) You’ll be able to relax
while feeding the ducks from
your own private balcony or
enjoy the breathtaking view of
the Great Smoky Mountains.

Conference information is
available on  ECA’s website
conference page.  It may be
found at:
www.ecainternational.org.

The conference will begin
with a banquet on Tuesday
evening.  (If you plan to attend
the banquet, please be certain
to register and pay the addi-
tional banquet fee when you
mail your conference registra-
tion.)  The conference will end
on Thursday evening, follow-

ing the Ordination Service.
To make arrangements for

your hotel room, contact the
River Terrace Resort directly by
calling 1-800-251-2040 and
state that you are a part of the
ECA conference.  For those of
you who like to plan ahead, you
may go to the Gatlinburg Tour-
ism website located at:
www.gatlinburg-tennessee.com

Conference details, including
registration, speaker informa-
tion and activities, will be pre-
sented in a mailing within the
next several weeks.  You may
also monitor our website for
updates.

Of course, a phone call to the
ECA office, at 1-815-937-0720
will provide answers to ques-
tions or information.

Set aside the time and plan
your vacation today.  We would
love to have you join us.

 Dolly Partons’ own Dollywood
Theme Park and Splash Country

are only a short drive away.
There’s also the Dixie Stampede -
a dinner theater experience of a

lifetime.
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Thomas L. Dever - Coarsegolld, CA
Charles H. Fifield, II - Delray Beach, FL
Jeff Helms - Orlando, FL
Derek Harris - Bonita Springs, FL
Randall T. Kerr, Jr. - Sewickley, PA
Bradford C. Valentine - Nashville, TN
Andy J. Searles - Casselberry, FL
Brian Katauskas - Lake Worth, FL
Jonathan J. Knoedler - Salem, OR
Marian Johnson - Citrus Heights, CA
Gerald A. Adyniec - Cudahy, WI
Earnest C. Green, Jr. - Layton, UT
Derek Kelmanson - Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Songjin Bong - Los Angeles, CA
David L. Oaks - Moultrie, GA
Douglas C. Mary - Roland, AR
Mitchell L. Overway - Holland, MI
Keun Hwan Lee - San Diego, CA
Yoseen Kim - Fullerton, CA
Clarice Eads - Sunnyside, NY
Laird Bridgman - Lake Forest, CA

Welcome To Our New Members

ECA 2005 Annual Conference - August 9-11
Gatlinburg, Tennessee

Your choice of accommodations
include spacious rooms and suites

with two queen beds or one king bed,
some with whirlpools and/or gas

burning fireplaces.

Michael Morales-Rancho Cucamonga, CA
Trae Vacek - Manvel, TX
Jesse W. Bartz - Pekin, IL
Nelson L. Roberts - Anna Maria, FL
Loveridge P. Amoako - Cranston, RI
Seongwoo Chang - West Warwick, RI
Ray Mooneyham, Jr. - Wake Forest, NC
Wayne N. Tomasek - Oceanside, CA
Russell Silverglate - Boca Raton, FL
Howard H. Yoo - Mission Hills, CA
Louis E. Kang - Pasadena, CA
Yuoung J. Chun - Anaheim, CA
Keou Kuk Choi - Buena Park, CA
Scott E. Blakey - Redlands, CA
David M. Korinek - San Diego, CA
John K. Lee - Greenwood, IN
Dennis Senft - Pittsburgh, PA
Eric W. Barton - Decatur, GA
Clive Parker - Etobicoke, ON, Canada
Michael Sun Park - Glendale, CA
Richard C. Durrance - Burbank, CA

“My brother/sister, you have
heard how great a work is that

of the ministry to which
you are called.
We are assured

in the Holy Scriptures
that he who desires such an office

desires a good thing,
yet it is an office of

great responsibility, and
we lovingly remind you
of that responsibility...

And we pray that you may
approve yourself as a minister

of the Gospel of Christ,
sacred before both God and men.”

ECA Ministers Manual
Ordination of a Minister



Last year’s positive responses
for Gatlinburg as a conference
location included comments
about how the affordable food
and lodging and the local attrac-
tions made it a perfect place for
family vacations.  The only
thing missing, some said, was
something for their children
during the conference.

We’ve responded to this need
by arranging for “top shelf”
children and youth ministries
for the 2005 event. “We’ve got
loads of resources.” Hank Roso
says.  “Randy and Marli Brown
will be back.  John Teller, whom
I see as a ‘youth guru’ with years
of experience, along with
Nicole  Bauer, a children’s

worker from Michigan, will en-
sure that we’ll have both
children’s and youth programs
that our members will be talking
about for a long time.”

Although the details are still in
the works, we anticipate having
these programs coinciding with
the adult morning sessions each
day.  Of course much of the after-
noons are free so families will be
able to enjoy the area before com-
ing together for the evening ser-
vices.

I believe that those wanting a
conference experience that in-
cludes a meaningful family vaca-
tion will find that the ECA’s 2005
Annual Conference will be just
what their looking for.”
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2005 Annual Conference
to Provide Ministries

for Children and Youth

Hotel InformationHotel InformationHotel InformationHotel InformationHotel Information
River Terrace
Resort and Convention Center
240 River Road
Gatlinburg, TN 37738
Parking is FREE!

For Hotel Reservations Call: 800-251-2040
Reservations must be made directly with the hotel and
received by July 10, 2005. Reservation requests after this date
will be confirmed on a space available basis. Be sure to
mention you are with the ECA conference.

Roundtrip Airport Shuttle Service - Provided by
ECA at the rate of $15.00 per person; $25.00 per family.
Must register below for shuttle in advance.

Single Occupancy $56+tax
Double Occupancy $56 +tax
Triple Occupancy $56 +tax
Quad Occupancy $56 +tax

   Registration   Registration   Registration   Registration   Registration

Name _____________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
City State Zip

Spouse’s Name (if attending) ___________________________________

Phone______________________________________________________

E-Mail _____________________________________________________

Arriving (approx. time and day) ______________________________________
Time Date

Departing (approx. time and day)  ____________________________________
Time Date

Basic Package includes: Continental Breakfast, Plenary Sessions,
Seminars, and Fellowship Receptions for the entire convention.
Make check payable to ECA.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEES:
(Evening Sessions are FREE to the public )

ECA Member or Associate Member Non-Member
Individual   $99.00  $149.00
Husband/Wife  $129.00  $179.00

Early Bird Rates (Apply before August 1, 2005)

ECA Member or Associate Member Non-Member
Individual   $69.00  $119.00
Husband/Wife   $99.00  $149.00

Teen Accompanied by Parent(s)    $19.00
Children 12 years & under Accompanied by Parent(s)  FREE!
To Attend the Tuesday Evening Banquet:  $25 per person
 Rountrip Airport Shuttle:  $15 per person  $25 per family
Registration $_____________ 
Banquet $_____________
Shuttle $_____________
Offering $_____________
Total Enclosed $_____________

Mail Registration
and payment to:
ECA P.O. Box 9

Bradley, IL 60915

 Worship and Music will be provided by Greg, Glenda and their
three wonderful daughters Rachael, Michelle and Anna. For
over 20 years, the Lord has been using Greg and Glenda as His
sounding voice through the gift of music.

The Bostock family is located in Layton, Utah traveling full-time
as a family ministry. Greg and Glenda are so excited to have their
three daughters on stage and ministering right beside them.

Previous testimonies indicate that you will be blessed greatly by
the ministry of the Bostock family.  They truly are a family that
loves Jesus and each other. The songs will lift you up and take
you into His presence. The praise and worship is straight from
the heart of God.

Meet the Bostock Family



THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH ALLIANCE
P.O. BOX 9 BRADLEY, ILLINOIS 60915

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

July 1, 2005 Annual Dues Late Fee Assessed

August 9-11, 2005  Annual Conference
Gatlinburg, TN

October 4, 2005  Southern California
Regional Conference
Radisson Resort, Knotts Berry Farm

October 7, 2005  Northern California
Regional Conference
Red Lion Hotel - Sacramento, CA

October 11, 2005  Washington
Regional Conference
LaQuinta Hotel - Tacoma, WA

October 14, 2005  Colorado
Regional Conference
Radisson Hotel -  Denver Southwest

ECA Calendar
of Events
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Have You Ever Considered Putting
the ECA in Your Will?

As a 501 (c)(3) charitable, nonprofit organization, the Evangelical
Church Alliance depends on donations for supplemental funding.  Each
year, thousands of individuals designate a portion of their assets by
bequest to benefit charities.  As a matter of fact, bequests have become
an important part of the American philanthropic tradition because they
enable individuals to make significant gifts that they may not have been
able to make during their life.

Bequests can include specific assets, such as stock, and bequests can
state a specified dollar amount.  A residual bequest designates all or a
portion of whatever remains after all debts, taxes, expenses, and all other
bequests have been paid.  A contingent bequest takes effect only if the
primary intention cannot be met.  For example, you might wish to leave
a bequest to a certain individual; but, if that person does not survive you,
then the bequest would go to your charity.  This ensures that property
will pass to the charity rather than unintended beneficiaries, including
the government.

While most people own some form of life insurance because of its
unique ability to meet a variety of needs for financial protection, its role
in planned charitable giving is frequently overlooked.  Life insurance
itself can be the direct funding medium of a gift to the ECA, permitting
the donor to make a substantial gift for a relatively modest annual outlay.
If you would like to leave a bequest to the ECA or name the ECA as a
beneficiary of your life insurance, talk with your estate planner or
attorney.  This might be an avenue that would allow you to make a
substantial investment in God’s work long after you’ve received your
eternal reward.
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